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component as a sensor and to simplify 
the program of a microcomputer by 
outputting a signal from a comparator 
circuit to the microcomputer when a 
difference between the terminal 
voltages of a diode composing the 
sensor to be changed corresponding to 
the inhale side temperature and 
exhale side temperature of a drum 
reaches a prescribed value. 

CONSTITUTION: Since the diode has 
the characteristic of changing the 
terminal voltages corresponding to a 
temperature change while a fixed 
current is supplied, by utilizing 
this characteristic, the diode is 
used as a temperature sensor. When 
the fixed currents are supplied to 
respective diodes Dl and D2 for 
detecting the inhale side temperature 
and exhale side temperature of the 
drum by a constant current circuit, 
the terminal voltages of respective 
diodes are changed corresponding to 
the inhale side temperature and 
exhale side temperature of the drum 
and when the difference reaches the 
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prescribed value, the comparator 
circuit outputs the signal to a 
microcomputer 1. Thus, the 
microcomputer 1 judges clothings are 
dried, stops driving a fan motor 2 
and a heater 3 and finishes a drying 
process. Therefore, it is not 
necessary for the microcomputer 1 to 
operate the difference of detected 
temperatures or comparison with the 
prescribed value so that the program 
of the microcomputer can be 
simplified . 
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